Observatory Renovation/Upgrade
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
Naugatuck Valley Community College

750 Chase Parkway
Waterbury, CT 06708





December 19, 2017

Request for Proposal #NVCC-OBSERVATORY RENOVATION/UPGRADE-2018
The purpose of this request for proposals is to select a Contractor to renovate the dome of the observatory for Naugatuck Valley Community College, Waterbury, Connecticut (herein after referred to as NVCC) and upgrade the facility to allow data collection and remote observation.
Photographs of the current observatory dome may be viewed through the following link:
http://www.nv.edu/Portals/0/Documents/FinancePurchasing/Bid-Notices/NVCC%20Observa-Dome%20Photos.zip    (file size: 43MB)
 PROPOSAL INSTRUCTIONS
Proposal Schedule

Release of RFP:


December 19, 2017
Receipt of Questions:


January 9, 2018
Answers Released:


January 15, 2018
Proposal Due Date:


January 29, 2018
Questions
Questions for the purpose of clarifying the RFP must be submitted in writing to Naugatuck Valley Community College no later than January 9, 2018. Please email questions to Dr. Peter Angelastro at pangelastro@nvcc.commnet.edu.  Answers to all questions will be released on January 15, 2018 to all proposers.
Proposal

Contractor shall prepare an original written proposal addressing all issues noted in this RFP and shall submit such proposals in a sealed envelope marked Naugatuck Valley Community College Observatory Renovation/Upgrade RFP NVCC-OBSERVATORY RENOVATION/UPGRADE-2018, Do Not Open Before: January 29, 2018, 2:30 PM and address to:
Naugatuck Valley Community College

ATTN: Lisa Anderson or Michelle Jette
NVCC-OBSERVATORY RENOVATION/UPGRADE-2018
Purchasing Department

750 Chase Parkway
Waterbury, CT 06708
Deadline for receipt of proposals is January 29, 2018. Any proposal not clearly marked with the identification, Naugatuck Valley Community College Observatory Renovation/Upgrade RFP NVCC-OBSERVATORY RENOVATION/UPGRADE-2018, Do Not Open Before: January 29, 2018, 2:30 PM as well as the date and the name and address of the contractor may be opened as general mail thus nullifying the contractor’s submission. All proposals must be in strict conformity with the instructions and shall be submitted in the approved manner.  Proposals must be printed or written in ink and corrections must be initialed.  Penciled proposals will not be accepted.  Proposals submitted or received after that date and time will not be accepted or considered.  Fax or telephone proposals will not be accepted.  

The Contractor is responsible for all costs in the preparation and presentation of the proposal.

Contact

Communications regarding this RFP shall be to:

Naugatuck Valley Community College

Attn: Dr. Peter Angelastro
750 Chase Parkway
Waterbury, CT 06708
Telephone (203) 596-8690 
Email pangelastro@nvcc.commnet.edu 

Award
This RFP is not a contract and, alone shall not be interpreted as such. Rather this RFP only serves as the instrument through which proposals are solicited. NVCC will pursue negotiations with the highest scoring proposal. If, for some reason, NVCC and the initial proposer fail to reach consensus on the issues relative to a contract, then NVCC may commence contract negotiations with other proposers. NVCC may decide at any time to start the RFP process again. 

Naugatuck Valley Community College shall be the sole judge of the responsiveness, appropriateness and completeness of any and all proposals.  Naugatuck Valley Community College reserves the right to reject any or all proposals and in particular any proposal not containing the complete data or information requested.  Naugatuck Valley Community College also reserves the right to waive any irregularity in any proposal received.  
Proposals will be evaluated by the college. 
VALIDITY OF PROPOSAL
Proposals shall be considered valid for 90 days from the proposal submission deadline.

SIGNATURE
Proposals must be signed by an officer of the company who is authorized to bind the company by contract, listing name, title and date of signing.

BID EVALUATION
The College will determine which responses are to be considered for evaluation and will determine the successful vendor.  A team led by the STEM Department and the Purchasing Department, following the College’s policies and procedures, will conduct the evaluation process.  The college reserves the right to reject any and all proposals, wholly or in part, and waive any irregularities in the RFP process.

INFORMATION TO BE SUPPLIED BY CONTRACTOR
· Statement of Ownership/experience
· Copy of insurance certificate 
· References. At least three references must be submitted with the bid. Current references from Colleges in Connecticut will be viewed favorably. 
SPECIFICATIONS
CONTRACTOR’S RESPONSIBILITIES:
1. The Contractor is responsible for any required permits, fees, notices, etc. for any federal, state, or local government agency having jurisdiction over the project.
2. The Contractor shall be responsible for maintaining an environment in compliance with all rules, regulations, and codes covering an occupied school facility.
3. The successful bidder shall provide insurance certificates for minimum insurance coverage as follows:






Each Occurrence
 
 Aggregate

GENERAL LIABILITY

Bodily Injury Liability 

$ 1,000,000


$ 2,000,000

Property Damage


$ 1,000,000


$ 2,000,000

OR

Bodily Injury & Property

Damage Combined


$ 1, 000,000


$ 2,000,000

AUTOMOBILE LIABILITY

Bodily Injury & Property

Damage Combined Single

Limit




$ 1,000,000

EXCESS LIABILITY
Commercial Umbrella
Coverage



$ 1,000,000


$ 1, 000,000

WORKERS’ COMPENSATION & EMPLOYERS’ LIABILITY

Each Accident



$ 500,000

Disease-Policy Limit


$ 500,000

Disease-Each Employee

$ 500,000

4. Contract Separately/Additional Savings Opportunities:
The College reserves the right to either seek additional discounts from the Contractor or to contract separately for a single purchase, if in the judgment of the College, the quantity

required is sufficiently large, to enable the State to realize a cost savings, over and above the prices set forth in Exhibit B, whether or not such a savings actually occurs.
5. Subcontractors:
The College must approve any and all subcontractors utilized by the Contractor in writing prior to any such subcontractor commencing any work. Contractor acknowledges that any work provided under the Contract to any state entity is work conducted on behalf of the State and that the Commissioner of DAS or his/her designee may communicate directly with any subcontractor as the State deems to be necessary or appropriate. Contractor shall be responsible for all payment or fees charged by the subcontractor(s). A performance evaluation of any subcontractor shall be provided promptly by the Contractor to the College upon request. Contractor must provide the majority of services described in the specifications.
6. Security and/or Property Entrance Policies and Procedures:
Contractor shall adhere to established security and/or property entrance policies and procedures for the College. It is the responsibility of each Contractor to understand and adhere to those policies and procedures prior to any attempt to enter any Client Agency premises for the purpose of carrying out the scope of work described in this Contract.
7. Contractor will render itemized bills to the College, who in turn will make payment to the Contractor after service has been performed.
SCOPE OF WORK:

1. Renovate the Dome
· The Contractor shall: 
a. Weather-proof the current Observa-Dome dome.

b. Replace the dome drive motors that turn the dome and operate the shutter doors.

2. Upgrade the Dome

· The Contractor shall provide and install:

a. A slip ring and conducting bars to allow the dome to rotate and provide power to the dome shutter.

b. Rain/snow/weather sensors so the dome will close itself during inclement weather.

c. An uninterruptable power supply so the dome is able to close in the event of a power outage.

d. Software to operate the dome and control the dome remotely.

3. Install a new telescope system
· The Contractor shall provide and install:

a. A new 14 or 16 inch catadioptric/Cassegrain telescope. Please provide quotes for each.
b. A new mount and pier stabilization/base plate/riser to ensure the telescope is stable enough for imaging and data acquisition.

c. A wide-field finder telescope for navigation and wide-field imaging.
d. Focusers for wide-field telescope for remote use.

e. An eyepiece set for manual viewing.

 4. Automate telescope operation
· The Contractor shall provide and install:

a. Focusers for the main telescope for remote use.

b. Focusers for the wide-field telescope for remote use.

c. A color CCD camera for deep sky imaging.
d. A monochrome CCD camera for magnitude measurements.

e. Software to control the telescope, telescope mount and CCD cameras remotely. 

5. Training
· The Contractor shall provide training to NVCC representative(s) on dome, telescope, CCD camera, and software operation
6. Damage to State and/or Personal Property
· Contractor shall be responsible for the repair and/or replacement costs of any damage to the State and/or personal property caused by the use, misuse, or negligence caused by the Contractor or Contractor Employees.
· Contractor shall report damage to the College representative, in writing, within twenty‐four (24) hours of the occurrence.

7. Personnel
· The Contractor, at the beginning of the contract period, shall designate a representative to administer the contract. This person will be the contactor contact to the NVCC representative(s).
	ATTACHED FORMS TO BE COMPLETED AND RETURNED WITH BID:



	

	· State of CT Agency Vendor Form

	· CHRO Notification to Bidders

	

	OPM Ethics Form (complete and return appropriate form)

	FORM 1:  
· Gift & Campaign Contribution Certification for contracts $50,000 or more per calendar or fiscal year

	FORM 3: 
· Completed by agency w/ contracts $50,000 or more

	FORM 5:  
· Affidavit for purchase of goods/services $50,000 or more in calendar or fiscal year

	FORM 6:  
· Affirmation of Receipt of State Ethics Laws Summary for contracts $500,000 or more

	FORM 7:  
· Iran Certification Form (w/ large contracts over $500,000 per calendar or fiscal year)

	

	OPM Non Discrimination Form (complete and return appropriate form)

	FORM A: 
· NonDiscrimination Certification Representation by Individual for all contract types

	FORM B:
· NonDiscrimination Certification  Representation by Entity for contracts valued at less than $50,000

	FORM C: 
· (recommended form) NonDiscrimination Certification Affidavit by Entity for contracts valued at $50,000 or more

	(or) FORM D: 
· (if Form C not completed): NonDiscrimination Certification New Resolution by Entity for contracts valued at $50,000
 or more

	(or) FORM E:
· (if Form C not completed): NonDiscrimination Certification Prior Resolution by Entity for contracts valued at $50,000
 or more

	

	· SEEC Form 10 Notice of Campaign Contribution and Solicitation Limitations

	· State of CT Statement of Qualifications


PAGE  
3

