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1. Recognize and reflect critically on ethical issues. 
 

• Describe the principals of ethical decision making process for 
addiction counselors.  

• Describe the established professional code of ethics that define the 
professional context, within which the addiction counselor works, in 
order to maintain professional standards and safeguard the client. 

• Explain addiction professional’s obligations to adhere to ethical and 
behavioral standards of conduct in the helping relationship.  

 
2. Apply appropriate concepts and terminology in identifying ethical  
    problems and proposing and defending solutions to them. 
 

• Describe the established professional code of ethics that define the 
professional context, within which the addiction counselor works, in 
order to maintain professional standards and safeguard the client.  

• Conduct ongoing self-evaluation of professional performance in 
addictions counseling applying ethical, legal, and professional 
standards to enhance self-awareness and performance. 

• Interpret and apply ethical, legal, and professional standards to cases 
involving clients with addiction and mental health diagnoses. 

 
3. Apply standards and practices of scholarship, research, and  
    documentation to defend positions and beliefs, including   
    reevaluating  beliefs in light of unforeseen implications or new   
   evidence. 
 

• Describe the purpose of engaging in appropriate continuing 
professional education in the field of addiction counseling. 

• Describe the importance of self-awareness in one’s personal, 
professional, and cultural life as an addiction counselor. 

• Conduct self-evaluations of professional performance applying 
ethical, legal, and professional standards to enhance self-awareness 
and performance. 

• Engage in ethical practice, including appropriate citation of research 
and documentation of client information when writing research 



reports and client case studies. 
 
4. Recognize the value of creative, collaborative, and innovative  
     approaches to problem‐solving, including the ability to acknowledge  
     differing points of view. 
 

• Describe the purpose of participation in ongoing supervision and 
consultation as an addictions counselor.  

• Describe the purpose of case management and collaboration in 
recognizing and treating the client as a unique individual in the 
provision of addiction treatment.  

• Describe the purpose of case presentation as a component of 
supervision and problem solving in addictions treatment.  
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